Layer 7: application layer
The application layer handles all application-dependent aspects. In an application in a clinical laboratory the contents of a data block, which is sent from the analytical device (side A) to the laboratory computer (side B), has to be defined. Within the computer a device-dependent handler has to be written to extract the relevant data.
Future development
At the present time the International Standards Organization (ISO) is working on the modification of CCITT data transmission interface standards to data-processing peripheral interfaces. Thus work carried out in the past by national organizations working alone will now be co-ordinated by ISO.
The first ISO paper [3] has already been published. This paper includes the new CCITT electrical interface V.I1 (equivalent to ANSI RS-423 and DIN 66 259 Part 2), which allows for data transmission over distances up to km with data rates up to 9600bit/s.
There are three major consequences of this action. Firstly in future there will be no layer hardware problems. 
